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L14.6 Anthriscus sylvestris and related weed communities

E5.12 Weed communities of recently abandoned urban and suburban constructions.

Lýsing

Útbreiðsla

vef

Kjalarnesi. Ljósm. Sigurður H. 
– Cow 

Sigurður H. Magnússon.

– Cow 

Borgþór Magnússon.
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NEW LAND TYPES – ADDITIONS 2019

.

Lýsing

Útbreiðsla

Land 

Grétarsdóttir.

Uppgrætt svæði við nýjan veg 

Reclamation area along a new road 

INTRODUCTION 

description and mapping of terrestrial, freshwater and coastal habitat types in Iceland. The work 

and is used in most European countries. 

In the publication “ ”1

habitat types can be found. The factsheets can also be accessed on the institute´s web site
four terrestrial habitat types are listed in the publication and they are grouped into 14 habitat 
type classes2 (e.g. heathlands, wetlands, woodlands). In this key, we have added two types, 

Anthriscus sylvestris and related weed communities.

is done by starting at the top of the key to habitat types (p. 6) and then through yes/no questions 

key and look for the right habitat type. The name of each habitat type has a link to a factsheet 

We hope that the key will be found useful. It will be revised if necessary so we are greatful 
for all remarks and comments that you might have after using it. They can be sent by email to 
ni@ni.is. 

1  Fjölrit 

2

2016. 
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KEY TO HABITAT TYPE CLASSES

L14 Other landtypesLand is constructed or cultivated

L6 

L1  
and L2 exposed eolian soils

L12 

L8 Wetlands

L5 Mosslandsvascular plants sparse

L11 Woodlands

L4 River plains

L9 Grasslands

L7 Coastal lands

L3 

L10 Heathlands

L13 GlaciersGlacier

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

L10 Mólendi – Heathlands

L10.1  Mosamóavist – Icelandic Racomitrium grass heaths

L10.2  Flagmóavist – Arctic Dryas heaths

L10.3  Starmóavist – Icelandic Carex bigelowii heaths

L10.4  

L10.5  Fléttumóavist – Icelandic lichen Racomitrium heaths

L10.6  

L10.7  

L10.8   heaths

L10.9  Salix lanata/S. phylicifolia scrub

L10.10 

L11.1  

L11.2  

L11.3  Blómskógavist – Icelandic cranesbill birch woods

L12 Hverasvæði – Geothermal lands

L12.1  Mýrahveravist – Geothermal wetlands

L12.2  Móahveravist – Geothermal heathlands

L12.3  Fjallahveravist – Geothermal alpine habitats

L12.4  Hveraleirsvist – Icelandic sulfatats/Geothermal bare ground

L13.1 

L14.1  

L14.2  Tún og akurlendi – Cultivated agricultural, horticultural and domestic habitats

L14.3  

L14.4  

L14.5   – new 2019 (see page 24)

L14.6   – new 2019 (see 
page 25)
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L7 Strandlendi – Coastal lands

L7.1  Sandstrandarvist – Icelandic sand beach perennial communities

L7.2  Malarstrandarvist – Upper shingle beaches with open vegeation

L7.3  Strandmelhólavist – Atlantic embryonic dunes

L7.4  

L7.5  

L7.6  Carex lyngbyei salt meadows

L7.7  

L8 Mýrlendi – Wetlands

L8.1  Dýjavist –  springs

L8.2  

L8.3  

L8.4   meadows

L8.5  

L8.6  

L8.7  Rimamýravist – Aapa mires

L8.8  Rústamýravist – Palsa mires

L8.9  

L8.10   alpine fens

L8.11  

L8.12  

L8.13  

L8.14  Carex lyngbyei fens

L9 Graslendi – Grasslands

L9.1  Stinnastararvist – Icelandic Carex bigelowii grasslands

L9.2  Finnungsvist – Insular  grasslands

L9.3  

L9.4  Snarrótarvist – Boreal tufted hairgrass meadows

L9.5  Grasengjavist – Icelandic Festuca grasslands

L9.6  Agrostis grasslands

L9.7  Blómgresisvist – Northern boreal Festuca grasslands

KEY TO HABITAT TYPES

L14 Land is constructed or cultivated

L14.2 Cultivated agricultural, horticultural and domestic habitats

 (new, see page 24)

L14.6 Anthriscus sylvestris and related weed communities (new, see page 25)

Land is neither constructed nor cultivated



ICELANDIC INSTITUTE OF NATURAL HISTORY 2019 Key to Icelandic habitat types – Terrestrial habitats

218

L12 Geothermal lands

Geothermal features are apparent.

• 
stolonifera etc.  L12.1 Geothermal wetlands

• Warm ground on dry, often concave,surfaces with steam vents, fumaroles and mud springs, 
L12.2 Geothermal 

heathlands

• Warm ground, dry to moist at high elevations, vegetation cover often sparse. L12.3 
Geothermal alpine habitats

• Warm ground or altered by geothermal heat, vegetation sparse, clay surfaces, sinter, tephra 
and mineral precipitates. L12.4 Icelandic sulfatats/Geothermal bare grounds

LIST OF HABITAT TYPE CLASSES AND HABITAT TYPES

L1.1 
from recent ice activity

L1.2  
from recent ice activity

L1.3  Mosamelavist – Oroboreal  mossheaths

L1.4  

L1.5  

L1.6  Landmelhólavist – Icelandic inland dunes

L2 Moldir – Exposed soils

L2.1  

L3.1  Urðarskriðuvist – Icelandic talus slopes

L3.2  Salix herbacea screes

L3.3  Ljónslappaskriðuvist – Icelandic Alchemilla screes

L4 Eyrar – River plains

L4.1  Eyravist – Unvegetated or sparsely vegetated shores

L4.2  Auravist – Icelanic braided river plains

L5 Moslendi – Mosslands

L5.1  Hélumosavist – Boreal moss snowbed communities

L5.2  Melagambravist – Icelandic Racomitrium ericoides heaths

L5.3  

L6.1  

L6.2  

L6.3  

L6.4  
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L13 Glaciers 

• 

L11 Woodlands

Birch (Betula pubescens)

• Birch trees are scattered (< 50% cover) and of low stature (< 2 m). 

• Birch trees grow densely(> 50% cover) and are rather tall (> 2 m).

 Dwarf shrubs, especially  and , and the grass Avenella 

 Forbs, especially  L11.3 
Icelandic cranesbill birch woods
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L7 Coastal lands

or eolian deposition from shores.

• 

 Honckenya 
 and Leymus 

arenarius.  L7.1 Icelandic sand beach perennial communities

 Strips of gravel and rubble, sparsely vegetated with beach plants and grasses like 

rubra etc.  L7.2 Upper shingle beaches with open vegetation

 Sand dunes by and inland of shores vegetated with 
etc.  L7.3 Atlantic embryonic dunes

 Relic, vegetated dunes inland from shores.  

• 

 Sandy, short growing grasslands by shores with Puccinellia coarctata.  L7.5 Atlantic 
lower shore communities

 
with etc.  L7.6 Icelandic Carex lyngbyei salt meadows

• 

 
etc.  

L10 Heathlands  

 

• Near continuous moss cover with Racomitrium ericoides and  sparse vascular 
plant cover includes spp., 
and Festuca spp.  L10.1 Icelandic Racomitrium grass heaths

•  L10.2 Arctic Dryas 
heaths

• Grass and moss rich heathland in alpine regions and uplands with 
herbacea etc. L10.3 Icelandic Carex bigelowii heaths

• Grassy heathland in lowlands or uplands with  
spp.,  etc.  L10.4 Icelandic  
grasslands

• Heathland rich in lichens and mosses with 
uliginosum etc. Light colored lichens (Cladonia spp.) prominent.  L10.5 Icelandic lichen 
Racomitrium heaths

• Heathland vegetation in lowlands and uplands with 
 etc. Rich in mosses and lichens.  

alpine heaths

• 
crusts,  
etc.  

• Relatively productive heathland in lowlands and uplands with 
 etc.  L10.8 North Atlantic 

 heaths

• Moist heathland on sandy upland plains with etc. 
 L10.9 Icelandic Salix lanata/S. phylicfolia scrub

• Productive willow shrubland in lowlands and sheltered upland sites, with 
 etc.  L10.10 Oroboreal willow scrub
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L9 Grasslands 

Land is fully vegetated and characterised by dense grass cover.

• Carex bigelowii dominant along with 
grass species.  L9.1 Icelandic Carex bigelowii grasslands

• 
where Nardus stricta is dominant .  L9.2 Insular  grasslands

• Relatively low productive grasslands on footslopes with thin andic soils,  
dominant.  

• Lush grasslands on plains and footslopes where Deschampsia caespitosa is dominant.  
L9.4 Boreal tufted hairgrass meadows

• 
 etc.  L9.5 

Icelandic Festuca grasslands

• Moist to dry lush grasslands with and other grass species 
on thick, fertile soil.  Agrostis grasslands

• Galium spp., 
 spp.,  etc.  L9.7 

Northern boreal Festuca grasslands

• Sparsely vegetated (< 20%), frequently sandy lavas with 
Armeria maritima etc.  

• Lava is rather densely vegetated, vascular plants are sparse (< 20%) but lichens and 
bryophytes dominate (> 50%), lichens apparent in cover, especially Stereocaulon spp.  

• Lava is relatively desnsely vegetated, vascular plants are sparse (< 20%) but bryophytes 
dominate (> 50%), the moss Racomitrium lanuginosum is very dominant.  L6.3 Icelandic 

• Lava is relatively densely vegetated, considerable vascular plant cover (> 20%) as well as 
lichen and moss cover; dwarf shrubs and R. lanuginosum are dominant.  L6.4 Icelandic 
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L8 Wetlands  

Land is moist or waterlogged and well vegetated. 

• Mosses dominate and characterise the land, sparse vascular plant cover (< 50%).

 Fields of fountain mosses where springs emerge in mountain slopes and alpine landscapes. 
 L8.1 springs

 Wet hummocky land in uplands, biological crusts common with Racomitrium 
 etc.  

 Sandy, low productive fens in depressions and on alluvial plains at high elevation, with 

etc.  

 Mossy fens on uplands and the central highlands with 
 etc.  L8.10 Icelandic alpine fens

 Mossy fens in the central highlands with palsa mounds containing permafrost.  L8.8 
Palsa mires

• Sedges, shrubs and rushes characterise the land, considerable vascular plant cover (> 50%).

 Flat to gently sloping fens in lowlands and uplands with near continuous and dominant 
other common species 

 etc.  

 Level and plain, high productive fens with Carex nigra along with 
 ect.  

 Level to gently sloping fens where  is dominant along with 
 and  in wet sites but 

Betula nana and  in drier sites.  

 Level fens with high water table on plains and depressions in lowlands and uplands where 
Carex rostrata is dominant along with  etc. 

 L8.13 Basicline bottle sedge quaking mires

 
hummocks that lie perpendicular to the direction of slope. Carex rostrata dominant 
in depressions along with  but 

 and  grow on ridges.  L8.7 Aapa mires

 Level, high productive fens along large rivers and streams with Carex lyngbyei and 
Carex rostrata etc.  L8.14 Carex lyngbyei fens

 Gently to sloping, hummocky fens in lowlands, rich with shrubs and Sphagnum mosses 

 etc.  
brown moss fens

L5 Mosslands  

 

• 
Anthelia spp. Among other species are 
Bistorta vivipara etc.  L5.1 Boreal moss snowbed communities

• 
 L5.2 Icelandic Racomitrium ericoides heaths

• Near continuous Racomitrium lanuginosum cover in lowlands and uplands with 
 etc.  
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•  etc.  L1.1 

• 
praecox etc.  
from recent ice activity

• Racomitrium mosses, S. 
 etc.  L1.4 Glacial moraines with very sparse or no veg etation

• Racomitrium 
 etc.  L1.3 Oroboreal 

Racomitrium 

• Sparsely vegetated land with thick volcanic tephra deposits.  L1.5 Volcanic ash and 

• Inland sand dunes with Leymus arenarius.   L1.6 Icelandic inland dunes

• Sparsely to densely vegetated eroded areas, along erosion margins and erosion escarpments 
 

 Plain or gently sloping fens in uplands and alpine regions, rich of shrubs, dominant 
species are 
Salix arctica etc.  

 Flat, moist and sandy land characterized by the rush . Dominant species 
are 

 etc.  L8.4  meadows
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L4 River plains

• Moist to dry, sparsely vegetated river plains and meltwater pathways.  L4.1 Unvegetated 
or sparsely vegetated shores

• Dry, rather densely vegetated river plains and deltas.  L4.2 Icelandic braided river plains

Land not on river plains or deltas

• Rather stable screes of boulders and scrags.  L3.1 Icelandic talus slopes

• Racomitrium moss 
cover, dwarf shrubs etc.  L3.2 Icelandic Salix herbacea screes

• 
 etc.  L3.3 Icelandic Alchemilla screes


