There were 6929 Eiders in the census area in De-
cember 1993 (annual Christmas count, unpubl.). The
number of Eiders in the mid-winter counts 1991-1995
ranged from 6900 to 9300, the mean was 8076 (Table
3). The distribution of Eiders along the coast differed
markedly between summer and winter (Fig. 7). During
winter 63% of Eiders were found in areas 019-021, but
only 26% during summer. In summer they were mainly
found in areas 015-016, where 53% were seen, but
during winter there were only 13% seen in those areas.

Female Eiders show a strong fidelity to their breed-
ing colony, and stay during the non-breeding season in
the general vicinity the colony (Swennen 1990). Our
research gave the same results, as 85% of 219 female
Eiders which were observed during June 1993 to March
1994 were within 6 km radius from the colony.

We estimated that about 4,000 pairs breed in the
area from Leirarvogur to Straumur (based on &Evar
Petersen 1985, Evar Petersen & Arni Davidsson 1992,
Olafur Einarsson 1997) and a study of Eiders at Coquet
Island, Northumberland, indicated that 10-30% of the
population are non-breeders (Coulson 1984). Accord-
ing to this we estimated that in autumn about 12,000
Eiders could be in the census area. We only found a
portion of that number. The majority of male Eiders

migrate out of the census area before the end of June.
The most important moulting areas for Eiders in Ice-
land are in the northern part of Faxafléi 50 km north of
study area, where 100,000-200,000 birds, mainly males,
moult in summer (Arnp6r Gardarsson 1982). Our stud-
ies indicate that most of the female Eiders stay in the
study area during the moult. Females leading broods
feed in the intertidal zone (Arnpér Gardarsson et al.
1980). The number of Eiders increased by nearly 65%
between August and December, probably because moult-
ing birds returned from their moulting areas.

The distribution of Eiders in summer and winter
probably reflects their food requirements and feeding
opportunities. During summer Eiders were found by
the shore near the nesting colony in relatively sheltered
places were feeding is good for the ducklings. In winter
they were found by more open coasts as for instance
near the Seltjarnarnes peninsula where mussels are abun-
dant.

Maria Hardardottir, Olafur Einarsson & Zvar
Petersen. Nattirufiedistofnun Islands /
Icelandic Institute of Natural History, pdst-
hélf / P.O.Box 5320, 125 Reykjavik.

Fuglamerkingar 4 islandi 4rid 1996

Undanfarin 4r hafa birst i Blika stutt yfirlit
um fuglamerkingar (Gudmundur A. Gudmunds-
son 1995-1996). Nu verdur fitjad upp 4 beirri
nybreytni ad birta toflu yfir merkta fugla 4
arinu og heildarfjolda merktra fré upphafi. betta
er unnt vegna nyrrar samantektar um fugla-
merkingar 4 fslandi 1921-1995 sem birtist i
bessu hefti Blika (£var Petersen & Gudmundur
A. Gudmundsson 1998). Innan skamms verdur
vonandi hagt ad birta hlidstett yfirlit yfir
endurheimtur fuglamerkja fra upphafi og jafn-
framt ad gera grein fyrir hve mérg merki
endurheimtast arlega. Til pessa hafa endur-
heimst lidlega 28.000 fuglar af peim 421.000
sem merktir hafa verid hér 4 landi, eda 6,6%.
Par af hafa 4400 komid fram erlendis. Ad auki
hafa Nattarufraedistofnun fslands borist upp-
lysingar um ramlega 1800 erlend fuglamerki
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sem fundist hafa hérlendis. Télvuskraning
endurheimtugagna fra upphafi er langt 4 veg
komin. Mikid gagnasafn bidur pvi drvinnslu,
en vonir standa til ad i auknum meali verdi
haegt ad birta nidurstédur og samantektir byggd-
ar a4 upplysingum fra islenskum fuglamerk-
ingum.

Merkingar

Alls skiludu 43 adilar inn merkingaskyrslum
fyrir 4rid 1996, jafnmargir og 1995. Alls voru
merktir 16.363 fuglar og er pad vel yfir medaltali
sidustu 10 ara (1986-95: 13.593 fuglar). Par
med hafa rimlega 421 pusund fuglar verid
merktir 4 [slandi (1. tafla). Ovenjulitid var merkt
af fullvéxnum fuglum 4 4rinu, eda adeins 28%
af peim sem merktir voru (samanborid vid 42%
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Merkingar arid 1996
Birds ringed 1996

Tegund Fullvaxnir Ungar  Samtals Fra upphafi
Species* Fullgrown Unfledged Total Since 1921
Lomur 0 9 9 297
Fyll 260 135 395 24607
Skrofa 0 3 3 331
Stormsvala 0 1 1 2763
Sjosvala 1 35 36 3312
Dilaskarfur 0 176 176 2733
Hnudsvanur 1 0 1 1
Alft 212 265 477 4233
Heidagees 117 324 441 10570
Gragzs 20 125 145 1898
Kanadages 1 0 I 1
Raudhofoasnd 1 22 23 2044
Urtond 0 29 29 1064
Stokkénd 4 85 89 1411
ZEdur 433 37 470 8523
ZEdur eldisungar 0 470 470 3484
Straumond 0 2 2 122
Havella 10 0 10 1394
Toppond 2 0 2 369
Hafom 0 3 3 138
Smyrill 6 13 19 899
Falki 0 38 38 909
Rjupa 306 222 528 5339
Tjaldur 35 314 349 4068
Sandloa 4 220 224 4414
Heidloa 2 208 210 6621
Sanderla 197 0 197 869
Sendlingur 1 34 35 3346
Loupreell 0 48 48 5407
Hrossagaukur 10 132 142 4133
Jadrakan 1 30 31 279
Spoi 2 138 140 3375
Stelkur 20 145 165 4212
Tildra 3 0 3 3181
Odinshani 35 12 47 3105
Kjoi 0 15 15 563
Skdmur 0 380 380 19207
Hettumafur 0 459 459 10347
Stormmafur 0 165 165 1499
Silamafur 17 31 48 1827
Svartbakur 0 3 3 2912
Rita 214 2256 2470 21767
Kria 145 1180 1325 28995
Langvia 663 520 1183 6558
Stuttnefja 314 38 352 1155
Alka 461 688 1149 5384
Teista 12 436 448 14801
Lundi 502 1226 1728 65970
Snaeugla 1 0 1 1
Brandugla 1 6 7 99
Landsvala 1 0 1 4
bufutittlingur 8 87 95 10192
Mariuerla 2 112 114 5539
Steindepill 3 18 21 3824
Svartprostur 3 0 3 282
Graprostur 2 0 2 64
Skégarprostur 171 649 820 31574
Hrafn 0 23 23 1051
Stari 38 33 71 1230
Barrfinka 0 5 5 7
Audnutittlingur 24 146 170 3087
Snjétittlingur 338 8 346 40428
Adrar tegundir —

Other species 0 0 0 23463
Samtals — Sum 4604 11759 16363 421282
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1. tafla. Fjoldi merktra fugla 4 islandi 4rid 1996
skipt eftir tegundum. Heildarfj6ldi merktra fugla
4 Islandi fra upphafi er einnig syndur. — Number
of birds ringed in Iceland in 1996 compared to
grand total since 1921. *Species names can be
found in an Appendix to the paper by Avar
Petersen & Guomundur A. Gudmundsson 1998,
p. 56 in this issue.

fré upphafi merkinga). Sextiu og ein tegund var
merkt arid 1996 og er pad i medallagi midad
vid arin 1986-95, en pa voru ad medaltali
merktar 62 tegundir & ari. Prjar nyjar tegundir
bzettust vid, hnudsvanur, kanadageaes og sneeugla,
og er heildarfjoldi fuglategunda sem merktar
hafa verid fra upphafi na 116.

Mest var merkt af ritum (2470), pvi naest
lunda (1728) og kriu (1325). Ovenju mikid var
merkt af langviu (1183), po hlutur peirra ario
1995 hafi verid enn steerri, og jokst heildarfjoldi
merktra langvia fra upphafi um 22% 4 arinu.
Alkumerkingar (1149) voru hlutfallslega enn
meiri en merkingar & langviu, pvi vid heildar-
fijolda beaettust 27% & arinu. Merktum rjupum
(528) fj6lgadi um 11% og alftum (477) um taep
13%.

Sem fyrr var skerfur dhugamanna stér.
Ahugamenn merktu ramlega 10.000 fugla (61%
af heild) og kann Nattarufraedistofnun peim
bestu pakkir fyrir gott samstarf. Virkastir
ahugamanna 4 arinu voru Olafur A. Torfason,
Hafnarfirdi (merkti 1937 fugla), Sverrir Thor-
stensen, Akureyri (1680), Oskar J. Sigurdsson,
Vestmannaeyjum (1572), Halfdan Bjornsson,
Kviskerjum (571) og Hallgrimur Gunnarsson,
Reykjavik (554). S6mu prir menn skipa somu
efstu setin arid 1996 og vermdu pau einnig
ario 1995.

Endurheimtur

Endurheimtur 4 arinu virdast sla o6l fyrri
met, en tilkynningar hafa borist um 1311 merkta
fugla sem nadust eda siust arid 1996. Lang-
flestar endurheimtur eru innlendar eda 1106 og
skipa lundar efsta s&tid med 414 endurheimtur.
Rjupa var i 60ru sati (137 endurheimtur) og
0arfugl i pvi pridja (127). Fregnir hafa borist
af 92 fuglum af 18 tegundum sem merktir voru
hérlendis en endurheimtust erlendis arid 1996.
Flestar voru af alftum (26) og heidagaesum (19).
Einnig hefur verid tilkynnt um 113 erlend
fuglamerki sem fundust hérlendis arido 1996.



Par koma vid s6gu 17 tegundir, mest gragesir
(31), blesgaesir (21) og alftir (16).

Nokkrar langferdir komust & spjéld ségunnar
4 arinu. Pad sast til silamafs med litmerki merkt
4 Islandi (nr. 335653) i la Younen { Marokké
27. september 1996 (4137 km frd merkingar-
stad), adeins 51 degi eftir ad hann var merktur
sem fullordinn i Hafnarfirdi. Petta er pridji
silaméafurinn fra {slandi sem fregnir berast af
fra Marokko. Fleiri fuglar af islenskum uppruna
attu leid um Marokko & arinu. Marfuerlur hafa
vetursetu i vestanverdri Afriku (Kristinn Haukur
Skarphédinsson 1982) og af 30 mariuerlum sem
endurheimst hafa erlendis hafa 7 nadst i Afriku.
Arid 1996 kom fjérda marfuerlan fram { Mar-
okko. betta var fugl 4 1. ari, sem merktur var {
Bérdardal sem o6fleygur ungi i lok juni 1995
(nr. 974156), en tekinn lifandi og sleppt aftur
Salé i Marokké 20. mai 1996 (3562 km fra
merkingarstad). Fjordi skimurinn sem endur-
heimtist vid Midjardarhaf fannst daudur {
Salerno 4 ftaliu 4. névember 1996 (3319 km fra
merkingarstad), ramum 10 arum eftir ad hann
var merktur sem ungi 4 Breidamerkursandi (nr.
240058). Fram til 1996 h6fou alls 10 stormmafar
endurheimst erlendis. Allir h6fou peir leitad
sudur 4 boginn og endurheimst i Fareyjum,
Skotlandi og 4 irlandi. Nu bar svo vid ad
islenskur stormmaéfur fannst 4 6venjulegum stad.
Lesid var 4 merki stormmafs i St. Johns 4
Nyfundnalandi 23. mars 1996 og reyndist hann
vera af islenskum uppruna, merktur sem 6fleyg-
ur ungi vido Akureyrarflugvéll um midjan juli
1990 (nr. 527870). Hann var 2853 km fra
merkingarstad.

Landsvala merkt erlendis (Stavanger H598756)
nadist { fyrsta sinn 4 Islandi. Hin var merkt
sem Ofleygur ungi i Romsdal, Vanylven i V-
Noregi adeins einum og halfum méanudi adur en
han nadist hrakin 4 skipi 42 sjomilur nordur af
Raudanupi 21. oktober 1996.

Nokkrir gamlingjar nadust 4 arinu. Af rim-
lega 400 endurheimtum lundum 4 &rinu reyndust
3 vera komnir vel yfir pritugt. Allir voru peir
merktir sem fullvaxnir fuglar (a.m.k. tveggja
ara) 1 varpi { Stérh6féa & arunum 1963-65.
Einn nadist i varpinu 4 Storh6fda nastum 31
ari fra merkingu og var sleppt aftur med sama
merki (nr. 427982), annar var hafadur og
drepinn { Sefjalli &4 Heimaey rimum 32 4rum
frd merkingu (nr. 421171) og s& pridji var
hafadur i Sudurey en sleppt med sama merki

(nr. 419571) 33 arum fra merkingu (pa a.m.k.
halffertugur!). Silfurméafur fannst daudur vid
Hofn i Hornafirdi 22 arum eftir ad hann var
merktur sem ofleygur ungi i Hrémundarey a
Hamarsfirdi (nr. 216958). Loks kom teista i
grasleppunet vid Flatey 4 Breidafirdi, sem merkt
hafdi verid sem 6fleygur ungi i Flatey 21 4ri
adur (nr. 517217).
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SUMMARY
The Icelandic Bird Ringing Scheme 1996

A short overview of the ringing activities in Iceland
in 1996 is given, as well as several highligts of the
ringing recoveries. Forty-three ringers reported a total
of 16.363 birds of 61 species ringed in 1996 (average
1986-95: 13.593 birds of 62 species), where of 4604
were fullgrown and 11.759 unfledged chicks (Table 1;
akey to Icelandic birdnames in Table 1 can be found in
an Appendix to the paper by Avar Petersen & Gud-
mundur A. Gudmundsson 1998, p. 56 in this issue).
Voluntary ringers handled as usual great proportion of
the birds ringed (over 10.000 or 61% of total). Three
new species were added to the list of ringed birds in
Iceland; Mute Swan Cygnus olor, Canada Goose Branta
canadensis and Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca. This
brings the grand total of birds ringed in Iceland since
1921 to 421.282 individuals of 116 species.

The species of which highest number of individuals
was ringed in 1996 was Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
(2470 individuals), second was Puffin Fratercula
arctica (1728) and third Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
(1325). Unusually many Common Guillemots Uria
aalge were ringed (1183) increasing the total by 22%.
Razorbill Alca torda ringing (1149) raised the total by
27%.

Over 1300 recoveries and sightings in 1996 of
marked birds have been reported to the Icelandic Insti-
tute of Natural History, where of 92 were from abroad.
Further 113 recoveries or sightings in Iceland of for-
eign ringed birds were reported.

Guom. A. Gudmundsson & Maria Hardardott-
ir, Nattirufiedistofnun Islands, postholf
5320, 125 Reykjavik.
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